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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE pious author of the following diſcourſes 


(with whom I had carried on an agreeable and 


uſeful correſpondence ever ſince we were fellow- 


ſtudents) wrote me a letter from Leeds, (dated 
May 18. 1770), of which the following is an ex- 
tract; which may ſerve, inſtead of his own Pre- 
face, to give the reader an account of his view in 
printing theſe papers: — And now, my friend, 
tc Jet me mention to you a ſcheme which I have 
& in hand, and which will probably be the Jaſt 
I ſhall have an opportunity of concerting for 
* the glory of God. You muſt know the laſt 
* ſermon I ever preached was on Mat. xxiv. 44. 
An awful ſubject! and made doubly fo by the 
& event, which, with me, took place that ſame 
« night. This (though far from being the beſt 
„ ſermon I ever preached) I have ſome thoughts 
te of printing, and leaving orders that a copy of 

it ſhall be given to every head of a family 


belonging to our place. I am in hopes, the 
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ſubject, and other circumſtances, may procure 
it a ſaving attention from thoſe who heard it 
without any regard. Now, will you give me 
leave to beg the favour of you to be the Edi- 
« tor? My health is ſuch, that I cannot poſſi- 
bluy correct the preſs, I deſign to prefix to 
it a ſhort addreſs to the reader, on the danger 

of delaying the concerns of the ſoul in hopes 
© of ſuch a death as mine. I have written a 
good part of it; but whether I ſhall be able 
to finiſh it, I know not. I am very weak, and 
% die daily, I cannot live many months, and 
probably may not live many weeks. I wiſh to 
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do good while I do live, and hope, that by 
the. means above mentianed, L may do good 
after I am dead; for I do not propoſe any of 
e them to be ſeen before. If you will aſſiſt me 
« in this my laft labour of love, IL will ſend you, 
as ſoon as I can, the copy which Mr. D 
js now tranſcribing from my ſhort hand.“ 


The copy I received June 12. and with it the 465 
.melancholy news of the author's death, which 
happened June 7. but two days after he had dic- 
tated a letter to me, cantaining inſtructions with 
reſpect to the printing his work. Theſe, it may 
be proper here to aſſure the reader, I have faith- 
fully obſerved. The work is printed as I receiv- 
.ed it, excepting that I have tranſpoſed a note, 
which appears at the end in the form of a Poft- 
. feript; and made a few ſuch ſmall corrections as 4t 
might be eaſily imagined a diſcourſe haſtily 
- compoſed for a plain audience, and tranſcribed 
from a ſhort:hand copy by another hand, would 
require; to which the author, through his ex- 
treme weakneſs, was unable to attend. If the 
critical reader ſhall yet diſcern the want of per- 
fect exactneſs, it is hoped he will candidly attend 
to the circumſtances of the caſe. I have only to 
add my fervent prayer, that the divine bleſſing — 
may accompany this pious effort of my dying 
friend for anſwering the great end he propoſed by 
it, and to which he had devoted his life; the glo- 
- ry of God in the ſalvation of immortal fouls. 
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The Danger of delaying the Concerns of 
the Soul, in hope of a lingering IIIneſs. 


CrrisTIan REA DER, 


O one, I believe, ever thought leſs of pub- 
N liſhing a ſermon when compoſing it, than 

did of publiſhing this. An awful circum- 
ſtance has however determined me to do it. It 
was the laſt I ever preached : The ſame evening, 
after my return from Morley, where I had deli- 
vered it, a blood veſſel broke in my lungs, and 
finiſhed my capacity for uſefulneſs, as a preacher, 
in an inſtant. A circumſtance which I ho 
might procure it ſome extraordinary degree of 
attention, eſpecially from thoſe who had a per- 
ſonal value Ge me. 


Another reaſon was, that it would give me an 
opportunity of bearing my dying teſtimony a- 
gainſt that deluſion of deluſions by which I am 
perſuaded Satan undoes more ſouls than by all 
his other devices, I mean the hopes of a death- 
bed repentance, grounded on the preſumption 
of a lingering death, This, I flatter myſelf, I 
may be able to do with ſome advantage (not- 
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withſtanding my preſent very weak circum- 
ſtances, and utter unfitneſs to treat any ſubject 
with accuracy) as I have ſeen ſo much of the 
flattery and deluſions of a decline, during that 
long and tedious indiſpoſition, through which 
the Alm! ghty, in the courſe of his all-wiſe pro- 
vidence, has called me to pals, This is the ſole 
deſign of this introductory addreſs, 


I know the generality of mankind are ſo far 
from having any formidable apprehenſions of a 
conſurnption, that they think it affords a moſt 
happy opportunity of preparing for the coming 
of the Lord; and in the hopes of dying ſuch a 
lingering death, often alas! put off that which 
their conſcience tells them is their duty, and 
which they would not for the world have left fi- 
nally undone, When they think of the fever, 
the pally, the apoplexy, or the cholic, they are 
alarmed; fear chills all their members, and 
they are almoſt perſuaded to flee from the wrath 
to come. But as to a conſumption, it carries 
no terrors with 1t; ſo far from it, that they 
think, if they may but be ſo happy as to die of 
this diſorder, all will be ſafe enough. They 
will then have plenty of time to reflect upon 
their paſt lives, to humble themſelves betore 
God, to apply to the blood of Jeſus, and the 
grace of the Spirit; and that they ſhall more- 
over have ſo many daily calls to attend to, and 
improve this favourable opportunity, that there 
is little danger of their neglecting to improve it. 
This is all a deluſion! a dreadful deluſion, big 
with the eternal ruin of moſt, if not all, who 
truſt to it. A conſumption affords none of thoſe 
favourable opportunities of acquainting ourſelves 
with God, and preparing for cternity, which it 


ſo 
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ſo ſpeciouſly promiſes. No. Like the harlot, it 
ſmiles only that it may the more eaſily deluge. 


This, Reader, is not the raſh haſty declara- 
tion of a recluſe immured in his cloſet, but the 
deliberate opinion of one who has paſt through 
the various ſtages of this molt deceitful diſorder, 
and grounded upon his own obſervation during 
a long courſe of trial: or one whoſe firm per- 
ſuaſion it is concerning his own ſoul, that if it 
had not been prepared before he fell ill, he had 
becn undone for ever, (tho' no one was ever 
carried on in a manner more apparently favour- 
able) and whoſe experience makes him as cer- 
tain, that if thou truſt to it, for making thy 
peace with God, it will as certainly undo thee, 
Bear with me, Chriſtian Reader, while I offer 
thee ſome of thoſe obſervations which have 1n- 
duced me to be of an opinion ſo very different 
from that of the generality of mankind. If they 
appear only the haſly concluſions of a perſon 
rendered fretful by a long courſe of ſufferings, 
then continue thy former hopes; but if thy con- 
ſcience tells thee, as I am perſuaded it will, that 
they are juſt, dread one moment longer to pur- 
fue a courſe which may be attended with the 
moſt fatal conſequences. Oh remember that 
awful declaration, The hail ſhall ſweep away the 
refuge of lies, and the waters ſhall overflow the 
hiding place, and your covenant with death ſhall 
be dilanaulled, and your agreement with hell 
ſhall not ſtand; when the overflowing ſcourge 
ſhall paſs through, then ſhall ye be trodden 
down. Iſaiah xxviii. 17. 18. 


The reaſon, I preſume, why this diſorder has 
been generally thought ſo favourable to the great 
B 2 work 
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work of faith and repentance, is, that it is in it- 
ſelf extremely dangerous; yet attended with no 
great apparent pain or diſtreſs, and generally 
continues for a long time. Hence it is, I ſup- 
poſe, come to be thought favourable, both as 
affording calls to thoughtfulneſs, and time for exer- 
ciſing it. It muſt be confeſſed there appears ſome- 
thing ſpecious in this. One would imagine, conſi- 
dering how generally fatal all kinds of conſumptions 
are, that they would at once alarm the perion 
ſeized with them, and put him upon an immediate 
attention to the things that belong to his peace; 
in which caſe, he would generally have conſider- 
able time for it, Vet, ſurpriſing as it may ap- 
pear, this is ſo far from being the caſe in fact, 
that it is paſſed into a common proverb, that a 
conſumptive man never thinks himſelf in danger, 
The juſtice of this I ſcarce knew how to allow, 
till I came to experience it. But I am now con- 
vinced that it is an awful truth, well deſerving 


the attention of all thoſe who depend upon this 
as a ſeaſon for repentance, 0 


The diſorder alarms others, but it ſeldom 
creates any great alarm to the patient himſelf, 
till he comes to the very laſt ſtages of it; and 
perhaps not then neither, as nothing is more 
common than for a conſumptive man to die in 
his chair or on a couch. — To this inſenſibility of 
danger a variety of things contribute. 


One is, the gradual and interrupted manner in 
which this diſtemper proceeds. When the impe- 
tuous warriour, who by raifing battery upon bat- 
tery, deſtroys hisenemy*s defences in a moment, and 
abruptly breaks into a country, he creates inſtant 
terror wherever he approaches : Even the moſt 


ignorant 
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ignorant and ſtupid are alarmed, and put upon 
making uſe of every method of defence: Whilſt 
he who proceeds more cauriouſly by ſap, (what- 
ever alarm he may give the garriſon, who are 
aware of the danger of ſuch a proceeding), ſel- 
dom alarms the inhabitants much, till they ſee all 
about them ready to tumble into ruins. Thus, 
when thoſe more furious emiſſaries of that great 
conqueror death, the plague, the fever, the apo- 
plexy, the palſy, &c. appear, they create in- 
ſtantaneous alarm; perſons cannot have the leaſt 
apprehenſion of their approach without terror ; 
but the conſumption gives no ſuch alarm: It's 
approaches are ſo gradual, that it does not ap- 
pear to bring death much nearer to view than 
whilſt in health. On the firſt ſeizure, what is 
more common than for a perſon to ſay, ** I have 
„only ect a little cough, or a ſlight fever; it 
« will ſoon go off again; I have often had ſuch 
% complaints L-tore now, and never was any 
« worl: for them: Colds generally affect me in 
& this manner, but I ſhall be better in a few 
% days.” In a few days, probably, his diſorder 
abates a little, and then he concludes he is well. 
It returns again; again he hopes and talks as 
before. He ſces his fleſh waſte, and feels his 
ſtrength abate, but hopes ſoon to get rid of his 
cough, or fever, or {weats, and then he ſhall 
ſoon recover his fleſh and ſtrength, he does not 
doubt. Thus he goes on deluding himſelf, while 
all around him fee his danger plainly enough. 
And what enables him to do it the more eafily 
is, that as this diſorder does not in general bring 
a perſon down very faſt till rowards the laſt; in 
order to be ſenſible of his decline, he muſt com- 
pare what he is to Gay, not with what he was 
yeſterday or the day before, but with ſome more 
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diſtant period; which a perſon in ſuch circum- 
ſtances is {ſeldom diſpoſed to do. It is natural to 
every one, I beheve, to take up with the ſhorter 
compariſon, and then it is eaſy to ſee what the 
concluſion will be. 


The ſlow progreſs of this diſorder alſo creates 
leſs alarm, as it affords hope from ſuturity, which 
other diſorders will not give time for. The pa- 
tient finds himſelf indeed growing weaker; but 
&« it is owing to the exceſſive heats of the ſum- 
« mer: In autumn he ſhall be better.” Perhaps 
he finds himſelf a little recruited by that mild 
ſeaſon. The winter, then he becomes confident, 
will perfect all, and quite brace him up. On 
the contrary he finds his cough increaſe by that 
ſevere ſeaſon, and that the confinement it occa- 
ſions contributes further to break down his con- 
ſtitution. Well, — He hopes, and his friends 
encourage him to hope, that the ſpring will ſer 
all right, and free him from all his complaints. 
So the excellent Watts was dealt with, as he him- 
ſelf relates in the following lines: 


Yet my fond friends would ſpeak a word of hope. 
Love would forbid deſpair. —Lcok out, they cry, 
Beyond theſe glooming damps, while winter hangs 
Heavy on nature, and congeals her power, 


Look chearful forwards to the vital influence 


Of the returning ſpring. 


Miſcel. Thoughts, No. 47. p. 178. 


Thus do our friends fatally flatter us with 
hopes of a May ſun-beam, whilſt not one of 


them 
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them is kind enough to hint at thoſe cold north- 
eaſt blaſts we muſt feel before the arrival of 
that reviving ſeaſon, and by which ſo many 
thouſands of invalids are, in this unſettled ch- 
mate, every ſpring ſent into eternity; and fo 
many more ſo broken down as ſoon to fall a prey 


to the heats of the ſummer. Fatal friendſhip ! 


But this is not the only inſtance in which our 
friends cruelly lend their aſſiſtance to help for- 
wards the deluſions of this naturally too deluſive 
diſorder. One brings you a remedy for a con- 
ſumption that has cured this perſon and the other 
perſon, and never was known to mils, if taken 
in time. If you have faith in ſuch kind of no- 
ſtrums, this is ſure to keep up your hopes till 
the event undeceive you, and ſhews it to be a 
broken reed, which pierces the hand inſtead of 
ſupporting it. Another bids you not to be diſ- 
couraged; nothing is more common than for 
perſons to continue weakly a long time, and at- 
ter all recover their health again. I myſelf was 
told of one who recovered after being confined 
to his houſe for five years. When you are a 
little recovered from one of the paroxyſms of the 
diſorder, they are ſute to tell you how much 
better you look than when they ſaw you laſt, 
and this not only during the firſt approaches of 
the diſorder, but even to the laſt, if they can but 
recollect any one period in which you looked 
worſe. la ſhort, as the danger of this diſorder 
is well known to be more certain than that of any 
other whatever, and the caſe of thoſe who are 
ſeized, of conſequence more hopelels, fo there is no 
one in which it ſeems to be more the united view of 
all around them to keep out of fight as much as 
poſſible whatever might create any alarm. If 
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any are ſo thoughtleſs, or ſo much your friends, 
as to act a contrary part, and plainly tell you 
their opinion, if you are not peculiarly happy in 
thoſe about you, tis odds but effectual care is 
taken that they ſhall never more ſee you again: 
whilſt, whenever the diſtemper will permit, 
your friends of a different ſtamp will as certainly 
be encouraged to get about you as much as they 
can, in order to keep up your ſpirits, or in other 
words, to keep off reflection: and in this they 
are generally too ſucceſsful, Thus do friends 
and diſorder join together, to keep the patient 
ignorant of his real caſe, and prevent him from 
making any ſpiritual improvement of it. 


But it may be aſked, are there no periods in 
this diforder wherein this deluder cannot cheat ? 
When the patient cannot but be ſenſible that he 
is in very imminent danger? Yes, there are. Oh! 
the agonizing pains ſome feel, when every breath 
they draw is, as it were, tearing to pieces the ten- 
dereſt membranes in the human body. Oh! the 
inexpreſſible anguiſh which others feel from an 
obſtructed reſpiration, when the lungs refuſe to 
511, and the patient is brought almolt to the ago- 
nies of death: Oh! the inſupportable depreſſions 
of others, when their ſouls taint within them: 
what they feel none can tell, but thoſe who have 
felt the like. Bur theſe, Reader, are times for 
exerciſing, not for acquiriag chriſtian graces. The 
chriſtian, in ſuch circumſtances, finds it quite 
labour cnough to keep his mind in a compoſed 
frame, and with a filial temper to ſubmit to the 
afflictive will of his heavenly Father. Ir coſt me, 
in theſe paroxyſms, many a ſigh and tear to keep 
mine ſo; yea, and after all, I bad frequent occa- 
ſion to humble mylelf before God, that J bare 
not. 
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not his will more ſubmiſſively. Is this then a 
time (1 appeal to thy conſcience) is this a time to 
begin to do any thing for eternity? If thou ſuſ- 
pecteſt me of miſrepreſenting matters, or ſettin 

things out more ſtrongly than is needful, take 
the opportunity of applying to the next of thy 
acquaintance, who is in ſuch circumſtances, I 
will not ſay, Go and aſk him what ability he finds 
to ſettle the great account between God and his 
ſoul? The queſtion might probably get thee an 
immediate excluſion from his room. But take 
an opportunity to aſk him to ſettle ſome account, 
or talk over ſome intricate affair, his anſwer, I 
dare ſay, will be, Do not trouble me with your 
* accounts now; am I in any condition to attend 
& to buſineſs, do you think? I could not do it, 
« were it to fave my life.” Indeed! Then where 
will thy prudence be, Reader, if thou leaveſt the 
great account between God and thy foul to be 
ſettled in ſuch circumſtances? If he cannot run 
with footmen without being wearied, how wilt 
thou be able to contend with horſes, Jer. xii. 5. 


But when this extremity of pain is a little abat- 
ed, may it not then be hoped that the ſeaſon will 
be favourable? No. The old deluſions ſoon re- 
turn. The intermiſſions, even to the laſt, are 
regarded as the ſure earneſt, at leaſt as affording 
good hope, of a recovery; and no ſooner is the 
ſeverity of pain or languiſhing of the diſorder a 
little gone off, than the patient begins to think 
himſelf in but little danger. 1 ſpeak this from 
experience, Perhaps thou wilt not think it, Rea- 
der, yet ] aſſure thee it is true; that though my 
legs have begun to ſwell, ſo as to be burdenſome 
to me; though I am every night emaciated with 
. the moſt dreadful ſweats, and every 3 
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cough up large quantities of thick matter from 
my lungs ; and though my pen, which uſed to be 
the pen of a tolerably ready writer, now ſo ſhakes 
in my hand, that I can ſcarce write legibly; yet 
if I did not exerciſe my reaſon and judgment, 
there are times in which I ſhould think myſeif 
in little danger. But what room 1s there to be- 
lieve that he will exerciſe his reaſon, Who is con- 
ſcious that he is utterly unfit for death, and ex- 
pects to behold nothing after it but blackneſs 
and darkneſs? How much more ground 15 there 
to fear that he will indulge the plealing deluſion, 
till it end 1n his everlaſting ruin ? 


The above is deſigned to ſhew how little proſ- 
pet there is, that a linner will ever be awakened 
to faith and repentance during a decline, and 
therefore how highly dangerous it is to delay one 
moment in the great things that belong to our 
peace, in hopes of dying of fluch a diſorder. Give 
me leave now to change the icene, and to add, 
that ſuppoling it had all that tendency to awaken 
to faith and repentance, which ſome ſeem ſo 
fondly to imagine, what reaſon have we to hope 
that God will, by his grace, give efficacy to it? 
And yet without this, what hopes can we have 
of ſucceſs, even from the moſt likely means? It 
was a bold expreſſion of a certain great preacher, 
yet not more bold than true, I hongh God were 
* to ſhake an unconverted {inner over the pit of 
« hell, however it might frighten him, it would 
« not convert him.” No, Reader; ; to this ſome- 


thing clic is neceſſary, even that divine bleſſing, ' 


without which, Paul may plant and Apollos water, 
without ſuccels. But what reaſon have we to 
hope, that God will afford his converting grace 
to choc who have witully tified away their ſea- 
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fon of grace, and refuſed to work till the time of 
working is over? Where is there one inſtance in 
all ſcripture, except that of the thief upon the 
croſs, (which being a caſe that can never happen 
again, is by no means a proper precedent) of a 
perſon ſavingly called, after the feaſon for work- 
ing was over? I know of none. I read, indeed, 
of perſons of the moſt abandoned characters waſh- 
ed and ſanctified, and juſtificd in the name of the 
Lord Jelus, and by the ſpirit of God, 1 Cor. vi. 11. 
and of a Paul obtaining mercy ; that in him, as 
the chief of ſinners, Chriſt might ſhew forth a 
pattern of all long-iuffering to them that ſhould 
hercafter believe, 1 Tim. i. 15, 16. Nay, and I 
read of fome being called into the vineyard at 
the eleventh hour, Mat. xx. 6. when they had 
but one hour to work ; but of none called after 
the twelfth. No; the door ſeems then to be ſhut, 
and nothing left but for the Lord to take an ac- 
count ct his labourers. An awful conſideration 
this for a ſinner, who neglects to prepare for the 
coming of Chriſt, in hopes of a death-bed re- 
pentance. Reader, whoever thou art, may it 
have its due weight with thee, Methinks it may 
well make thee rremble, if thou art an uncon- 
verted man, to think upon what a precipice thou 
ſtandeſt. Oh! think of it, and dread to truſt to 
any thing to be done, when thou art capable of 
active ſervice no longer. To-day, while it is 
called to-day, begin to prepare for eternity, leſt 
the Lord ſwear thou ſhalt not enter into his reſt 
at all. And concerning whom have we more 
reaſon to fear he is uttering ts awful excludin 
cath, than cencerning thole who have wilfully 
trifled away all the time in which they were ca- 
pable of ſerving him, in hopes of repenting when 
they could ſerve him no longer. 
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But ſuppoſing all theſe difficulties got over; 
ſuppoſing that, by a miracle of divine grace, thou 
art awakened in this moſt dangerous ſtate to ſuch 
a ſenſe of thy undone condition as humbles thee 
thoroughly at the foot of Jeſus, produces that 
godly ſorrow for fin which worketh repentance 
not to be repented of, and which would have 
brought forth fruits meet for repentance, if op- 
portunity had not been wanting. In this caſe, I 
doubt not thy ſtate is ſafe. But what evidence 
canſt thou in ſuch circumſtances have that it real- 
ly is ſo? Our Lord ſays, by their fruits ye ſhall 
know them, Mat. vii. 20. and orders us to diſ- 
cover the reality of our relation to him by letting 
our light ſo ſhine before men, that they ſeeing 
our good works, may glorify our Father which 1s 
in heaven, Mat. v. 16. In like manner alſo the 
apoſtle James ſays, that by works is faith made 
perfect, Jam. 11. 22. that is, illuſtrated and diſ- 
covered to be real. But we have no other ſcrip- 
ture criterion that I know of. All others are the 
inventions of men, conſequently liable to deceive. 
What reaſonable evidence then canſt thou have 
that thy ſtate is good, even ſuppoſing that it be 
ſo? I know well there are ſome who will encou- 
rage thee to truſt to certain impulſes and feelings 
who talk of receiving ſatisfactory aſſurance from 
ſeeing Chriſt holding out his arms to receive 
them; from dreams, and ſtrong impreſſions on 
their ſpirits, which aſſure them they are the chil- 
dren ot God: but as theſe are no ſcripture marks, 
a wile man will be very cautious how he truſts to 
them. When he conſiders to what a pitch the 
imagination may be worked up, he will always 
doubt ſuch evidences as theſe; eſpecially he will 
always have a doubt of them in ſuch diforders ag 
we are now treating of, J he body being weak, 

and 
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and the ſpirits, for the moſt part briſk, ſuch im- 
preſſions on the fancy, either from the operations 
of our own imagination, or the great enemy of 
ſouls, are eaſily made. We often perceive them 
in perſons in ſuch circumſtances, with regard to 
common things; and what ſtrange agitations are 
ſometimes occaſioned thereby ! 


No wonder, then, if (without any divine ope- 
rations in the caſe) the terrified uninformed mind 
be elevated with religious imaginations; ſuch as 
that God is theirs, Cbriſt's blood is ſhed for them; 
the devil has no part in them, &c. after converling 
with perſons of an enthuſiaſtic turn, whoſe whole 
diſcourſe conſiſted of ſuch phraſes as theſe, inju- 
diciouſly applied : and therefore every prudent 
perſon will be very cautious how he reſts on ſuch 
evidence, or indeed takes any comfort from it, 
till he has had ſome opportunity of proving its 
genuineneſs by its fruits. 


Indeed it may juſtly make one very cautious 
with reſpect to all kinds of evidence not accom- 
panied by works, when we conſider how few of 
thoſe who have been awakened on, what they 
imagined to be, a death-bed, ever kept their 
vows and reſolutions when they recovered. Far 
my own part, I do not know one. And though 
I believe there have been ſome few inſtances of 
this kind, yet the number is fo very few, com- 
34a with thoſe who have returned again to 
olly, and perhaps become ſevenfold more the 
children of hell than before, as may well make 
a man tremble who thinks of a death-bed delu- 
tion, and doubt of every evidence of his own 
Change, if he has not an opportunity of proving 
It by its fruits, | 
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How uncomfortable then, Reader, muſt thy 


ſituation be, even ſuppoſing thou art really con- 


verted, in this moſt inconvenient ſeaſon! While 


the chriſtian, who ſerved God from his youth, is 
rejoicing in the conſideration that he remembers, 
and ever will remember, the kindneſs of his 
youth; and taking encouragement thence, not 
only to ſtay himſelf upon his God, but to rejoice 
in him amidſt all his trials and afflictions, thou 
art beclouded with doubts and fears, with only a 
bare ¶ bo can tell but the Lerd may be gracious ? 
And when, on the other hand, theſe ſenſible joys 
are fled from thy fellow-chriſtian, and he can. 
only truſt in the name of the Lord, and ſtay 
himſelf upon his God, becauſe conſcious that in 
the main he has feared the Lord, and obeyed 
the voice of his ſervants; how diſmal mult thy 
ſoul be, how full of doubts, fears, and ſuſpicions 


as to all thou haſt felt, and of diſmal forebodings 


concerning what is future. 


Come now then, and let us reaſon together. 
Is the conſumption a deſirable ſeaſon, to which to 


put off the great work of faith and repentance ? 


Is it a diſorder in itſelf likely to awaken thee, or 
afford thee any peculiar means of awakening ? Is 
there any reaſon to hope that God will ever bleſs 
thee with the aids of his good Spirit, if thou thus 
wilfully trifleſt away the time of health, in hopes 
of a death-bed repentance ? Or canſt thou have 
any thoroughly fatisfaftory evidence of thy good 
ſtate, ſuppoſing thee converted, if thou delayeſt 
to this moſt unfavourable ſeaſon, or canſt thou 
ever die comfortably without it ? Say then, does a 
conſumption appear a favourable ſeaſon of acquaint- 
ing ourſelves with God, and preparing for eter- 
nity ? Does it not appear leſs favourable ING 
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than it once did, from what has now been ſug- 
geſted? Yer I have not been able to tell thee 
half. Oh! that I could deſcribe to thee half what 
I have felt in myſelf, of the extreme unfitneſs of 
this ſeaſon for fo great a work: Oh ! that I could 
lay before thee, in a view one half as ſtriking as 
they have often appeared to me, the deluſions of 
the former, and the extreme languor and liſtleſs- 
neſs of the latter part of this moſt tedious dif- 
order, wherein, literally ſpeaking, the graſs-hop- 
per is a burden! But J cannot. My weak ſhat- 
tered frame forbids it. It is a wonder I have 
been able to ſay ſo much. But from what I have, 
judge of what I have not, been able to lay before 
thee, and then aſk thyſelf ſeriouſly, whether it 
be not beſt immediately to fall in with the wiſe 
man's advice, Eccleſ. ix. 10. And whatſoever thy 
hand findeth thee to do, to do 1t with all thy 
might? Then mayeſt thou hope to die with com- 
fort whatever death is appointed to thee, and to 
lift up thy head with rejoicing, amidſt all the fu- 
ture horrors of a diſſolving world. 


V. I. 


The reader will perceive that in the foregoing 
addreſs, the pious author, in diſſuading perſons 


againſt deferring the momentous concerns of the 


ſoul and eternity While health and ftrengrh are 
continued, has argued on the ſuppoſition that 
they ſhould die of a lingering ilineſs, and thus 
have timely warning of their latter end. But all 
who depend upon this, might here naturally be re- 
minded, that they are chargeable with a moſt un- 
warrantable preſumption. Suppoling a decline 
were ever ſo favourable to a duc preparation for 


death and judgment, ic were madneſs to defer 


this 
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this neceſſary buſineſs, ſince none have the leaſt 
rational ground to expect ſuch indulgence, there 
being numberleſs other diſorders by which 
mortals are carried to their long home; and we 
frequently ſee death ſent without a moment's 
previous notice. The reaſon why this conſidera- 
tion was omitted here (if the author lived to finiſh 
this addreſs) moſt probably was, that it is parti- 
cularly inſiſted upon in the laſt of the following 
diſcourſes, where that part of the text is illuſtrat- 
ed, at ſuch an hour as ye #hink not the Son of man 
cometh. = i 
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Therefore be ye alſo ready, for in ſuch an hour as ye 
think not the Son of Man cometh, 


HESE words follow as an inference from 
the care which men invariably take to ſe- 
cure their property againſt thoſe, from whom they 
imagine it may be in danger, eſpecially when 
they are beforehand apprized of it. But know 
this (ſays our Lord) that if the good man of 
the houſe had known at what watch the thief 
would come, he would have watched, and not 
have ſuffered his houſe to be broken up. There- 
fore be ye alſo ready, for in ſuch an hour as ye 
think not the Son of Man cometh, g. d. When 
a man has any reaſon to apprehend his pro- 
bs E in danger, he ſpares no pains nor care to 
« ſecure it; and were he at any time aware of a 
* ſudden invaſion, he would double his diligence. 
*© Imitate this care in a matter of infinitely greater 
* conſequence, the intereſt of your ſouls, which, 
I now folemnly aſſure you, are in conſtant 
* danger, if not habitually prepared for that aw- 
ful day, in which I am to judge the world in 
righteouſneſs, and render to every man as his 
* works ſhall be.“ 8 alas! men in general 

are 
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1 
are far more provident and cautious in matters 
that concern their preſent, than in thoſe which 
concern their eternal intereſt. They guard their 
bodies and their goods with the utmoſt care; yet, 
by a piece of the moſt abſurd and unaccountable 
ſtupidity, leave their ſouls an open prey to the 
deſtroyer. They need no argument, but the 
poſſibility of danger, to keep them watchful in 
the former caſe; in the latter, they need every 
poſſible motive, and frequently, alas! after hav- 
ing heard the moſt perſuaſive and alarming ones, 
ſtill continue careleſs and inſenſible. Happy 
would it be, even for the children of light, were 
they always as attentive to their eternal intereſts, 
as the men of the world, in general, are to their 
temporal. But, alas! they alſo often ſtrangely 
forget themſelves, and ſeem but little influenced 
by eternal things, though we have reaſon to be- 
lieve they never wholly diſregard them, A diſ- 
courſe, therefore, on this ſubject, can never be 
unſcaſonable nor unprofitable, leaſt of all when 
Providence gives us awtul examples of the reality 
and continued exiſtence of the motive by which 
the exhortation is enforced. The perſon *, whoſe 
ſudden removal from time to eternity turned my 
thoughts to theſe words, was, within a few days 
of his death, as likely for lite as any of us, and 
more likely than moſt of us; and yet he was cut 
off ſo ſuddenly, as to have but few minutes, if 
"ny, between the time when he firſt had reaſon 
to apprehend himſelf in immediate danger of 
death, and when he was utterly incapable of pre- 


This ſermon was firſt preached to a congregation of 
Proteſtant Diſſenters, in Callaue Leeds, November, 1766, on 
occaſion of the death of Mr, JOHN WARHA M, who died 
very ſuddenly of a violent fever. Afterwards at Morley, April 
17, 1768, the Jait time the Author preached, 


paring 


a 
* 
# 
- 
a 
3 
5 
# 
, 
* 


* 
i 
| 


[ 29 JJ 


aring for it. His caſe may, for any thing yon 
e be yours. Therefore be ye alſo ready, for 
in ſuch an hour as ye think not the Son of Man 
cometh. 


The words of the text contain an extenſive and 
important exhortation, backed by a moſt awful 
and cogent motive. The exbortation 1s to a ſtate 
of habitual preparation for the coming of Chriſt. 
The motive, becauſe we know not how ſoon he 
may come. Let us conſider each a little in the 


order in which they preſent themſelves. And 


may God ſo impreſs our minds with the impor- 
tance of the motive, as to determine us all, in 
an humble dependance on his grace, immediately 


and ſteadily to comply with the exhortation. We 


begin with conſidering, 
I. The exhortation : Be ye alſo ready. 


We are here, brethren, probationers for eter- 
nity, under the inſpection of God, the great mo- 
ral governor of the world, From him we re- 
ceived all our talents and privileges : to him we 
are accountable for them, and he has appointed 
a day in which he will bring every work into 
judgment. For this it is that we are to be ready. 
Ready as ſtewards, to give an account of our 
ſtewardſhip, whenever he, whom we ſerve, thinks 
fit that we ſhould be ſtewards no longer. Ready 
as ſervants to account to their maſter, for any 
truſt repoſed in them, whenever he ſees fit to 


call for their accounts. We may then be ſaid to 


be ready, whenever we are in ſuch circumſtances 
that we can give an account of the things done in 
tne body, with joy, and not with grief. But, 
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To this readineſs, many things are neceſſary, 
e. g. that we have ſeriouſly attended to the reality 
and importance of this event ; that we have uſed 
our utmoſt endeavours to prepare for it; that we 
keep it habitually in view, and are frequently 
examining into our ſituation with relation to it.— 
Readineſs for Chriſt's coming, implies, 


1. That we have ſeriouſly attended to the 
reality and infinite importance of this event. 


Previous to all concern about the coming of 
Chriſt, there muſt be a deep conviction of the 
infinite worth of our ſouls, of the awful nature 
of an eternal ſtate, of the near connection we 
have with it, and the vaſt importance of bein 
prepared for it. Now, wherever a perſon is duly 
apprized of the importance of theſe great reali- 
ties, he will be highly concerned to know, not 
only in general wherewith he may come before 
the Lord, but how he is prepared for an appear- 
ance at his tribunal; and will therefore ſeriouſly 
examine how his paſt life has agreed with the 
requirements of the goſpel, and how far his heart 
has been formed by them: whether he be ſuch 
in temper and conduct, as will bear the teſt of 
that great and terrible day, when the fire ſhall 
try every man's work of what kind it is. 


Such a concern to know what our ſtate is, with 
reſpet to an awful hereafter, naturally reſults 
from, and is always produced by, a due ſenſe of 
the worth of the ſoul, and the importance of an 
eternal world ; though ſometimes it is in a moſt 
alarming, and at others in a leſs impreſſive de- 
gree. For can a man think of a ſoul that never 
dies; of a ſtate that ſhall never end; a ſtate of 


happl- 


"< 
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happineſs or miſery, as exquiſite in its nature as 
it is boundleſs in its duration; of an awful judg- 
ment day, when this immortal ſoul ſhall enter on 
one or other of thoſe infinitely different and eter- 
nal ſtates, without the poſſibility of ever chang- 
ing more; I ſay, can a man think of theſe in- 
finitely momentous topics, and not ſeriouſly en- 
quire in what ſtate his ſoul is for this awful day ? 
No. It is impoſſible. He may neglect to give 
theſe things a thorough examination, and it is 
{till more poſſible that he may never act upon 
his convictions ; but ſome ſober thoughts about 
the conſequences of Chriſt's coming with regard 
to himſelf, and ſome enquiry into the ſtate of his 
ſoul, it is impoſſible to avoid, if a man gives 
theſe obvious, yet infinitely important truths the 
leaſt attention. If then we are ſtrangers to this 
ſerious attention to the reality and importance of 
Chriſt's coming, and this conſequent ſelf. exami- 
nation, we may depend upon it we are not ready 
for it, and therefore have the utmoſt reaſon to be 
alarmed at the thoughts of the ſuddenneſs of his 
approach, who will render to every man accord- 
ing to his works, and fix the ſouls of all thoſe 
who ſhall then be found unprepared, in unchange- 
able and inconceivable wretchedneſs.— Readineſs 
for the coming of Chriſt implies further, 


2. That we have uſed our utmoſt endea- 
vours to prepare for it. 


This as naturally follows from a conviction of 
the worth of the ſoul as the former, and as in- 
variably attends it, wherever it is real. We can- 
not be ſenſible of the worth of our ſouls, without 
deſiring that they may be ſafe in that day, and 
being heartily willing to comply with whatever is 

3 neceſ- 
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neceſſary to their being ſo. A little ſelf-enquiry | 


will be ſufficient to convince every impartial per- 
ſon that all is not right: that neither the temper 
of his mind, nor the conduct of his life, has been 
ſuch, as to merit the approbation of that peerleſs 
Being, who looks to the moon and it ſhineth not, 
and in whoſe ſight the heavens themſelves are 
not clean. Such an examination will alſo con- 
vince him that the law 1s holy, and the com- 
mandment holy, juſt, and good, Rom. vii. 12, 
ſuch as reaſon requires; and conſcience, when 
fairly admitted to ſpeak, approves. This gives 
him to ſee, that God would be juſt in inflicting 
upon him all the penalties with which an obſer- 
vance of it is enforced; and that the alteration 
neceſſary to their being at an agreement together, 
muſt, and ought to be, in his temper and con- 
duct, and not in the requirements of God's law. 
Now wherever this affects the ſoul in a proper 
manner, it will produce a thorough humiliation 
for paſt ſins, on account of their native impro- 
priety, as well as their dangerous conſequences 
and fuch a godly forrow for ſin as worketh re- 
pentance not to be repented of, and engages (un- 
der the influence of Divine grace) to bring forth 
fruits meet for repentance. It will produce alſo 
a moſt ſerious enquiry about the way of ſalvation, 
and a hearty willingneſs to fall in with any me- 
thod, however painful and humbling, by which 
the ſoul may be ſafe in the day of the Lord Jeſus. 
What muſt 1 do to be ſaved? was the earneſt 
anxious enquiry of the trembling awakened jailer. 
What muſt I do to be ſaved? is the enquiry of 
every one properly awakened to a ſenſe of his 
guilt and miſery. Things now appear to a per- 
{on in a new and widely different view. Sin ap- 
pears exceeding ſinful in its nature, and infi- 
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nitely dangerous in its conſequence; and the 


creature, whoſe only concern once was, What 


ſhall I eat, or what ſhall I drink, or wherewithal 
ſhall I be cloathed ? (Perhaps, alas ! How ſhall I 
moſt effectually make proviſion for the fleſh, to 
fulfil the luſts thereof?) is now only concerned 
how he may eſcape the wrath to come, and lay 
hold on eternal life. When a perſon is thus 
brought to a proper ſenſe of his guilt and miſery, 
he ſees at once the neceſſity of ſuch a Saviour as 
Jeſus, both with reſpect to the preſent power, 
and final puniſhment of fin, and therefore eſteems 
it a ſaying worthy all acceptation (his own as 
well as others) that Jeſus came into the world to 
ſave ſinners. And being fully perſuaded that he 
is an undone creature, and that there is no other 
name given under heaven among men, whereby 


he can be ſaved than the name 0; Jeſus, nor any 


falvation by him without faith in him, As iv.12. 
Jobn vill. 24. he willingly commits his foul into 
his hands, with particular reference to that day, 
in a chearful firm perſuaſion, that he is able and 
willing to keep that which he has committed to 
him. On him, as the Lamb of God, appointed 
to take away the ſins of the world, he chearfully 
ventures his whole ſalvation ; to his inſtructions 
and commands, as the great Prophet and King 
of his church, he reſolves, through Divine grace, 
univerſally to ſubmit. His example, ſo Pi as 
human infirmities will admit, he 1s determined 
ſteadily to follow; and yet when he has done all, 
he looks upon himſelf as only an unprofitable 
ſervant, and expects the mercy of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt unto eternal life, as the free gift of God 
in and through him, | 
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This is the only way (according to my appre- 


henſſon of the goſpel plan of redemption) in 


which we can prepare for the coming of Chriſt; 
and therefore without having experienced ſome- 
thing of this kind, I dare not encourage any to 
hope, that they are ready for it. Before this 


can be the caſe, there muſt be a conviction of 


our undone condition; a ſerious ſolicitude about 
the way of ſalvation; à full perſuaſion of the 
ſuitableneſs and ſufficiency of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt as a Saviour; a deliberate acceptance of 
his ſalvation in the way he propoſes it to our ac- 
ceptance; and a full reſolution to renounce what- 
ever is inconſiſtent with this ſacred tranſaction. 


This conviction indeed may be very different 
in the effects it produces, and eſpecially in the 
ſenſible impreſſion it makes on the mind, ac- 
cording to the different degrees of its ſtrength, 
and the tempers it has to work upon. But 
where there 1s no care about theſe things, no 1m- 
3 of their importance, no reſolutions to 
ubmit to the goſpel- method of ſalvation, or none 
that are abiding and operative, it is a ſure ſign 
that we are not ready for Chriſt's ſecond appear- 
ance. The only way in which we can hope to 
be ſo, when he appears a ſecond time without fin 
unto ſalvation, is, to have ſeen and improved 
the deſign of his firſt appearance, when he came 
to take away ſin by the ſacrifice of himſelf. 
Without having fallen in with this, from a pre- 
vious conviction of our undone condition without 
him, ſincerely humbled ourſelves for, and hear- 
tily repented of thoſe fins which were the cauſe 
of his appearance, and found a willingneſs, in 


S 


dependence on his grace and the powerful ope- 
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rations of his ſpirit, to part with every ſin for 
his ſake, and to exert ourſelves to the utmoſt in 
whatever he requires, we can have no meetneſs 
for an inheritance among the ſaints in light. No 
pretenſions to moral duty and obedience however 
fair and ſpecious, no acts of kindneſs and bene- 
volence however extenſive and uſeful, no degree 
of reputation in the world however high and 
well founded, will be of any avail in the judg- 
ment- day, any further than they are the fruits 


and evidence of our faith and love which is in 
Chriſt Jeſus. 


As to thoſe who chuſe to depend on theſe 
things as the matter of their juſtification be- 
fore God, they would do well to conſider, whe- 
ther theſe acts of duty and obedience on which 
they depend be perfect; ſo perfect that the 
piercing eye of God can diſcover no flaw in 
them; whether this is, and always has been the 
caſe with their every duty; and whether the 
temper of their mind with reſpect to the love of 
God, gratitude for his mercies, truſt in, and 
ſubmiſſion to him, &c. be as perfect as their 
moral obedience? If not, (and he muſt be a 
great ſtranger either to his own heart, or to the 
purity and extent of God's law, or to both, who 
can ſay it is) then it will become them further 
to conſider, whether that law by which they ſeek 


Juſtification does not abſolutely require all this of 


thoſe who ſeek for juſtification by it, and pro- 
nounce an awful curſe on every one who conti- 
nueth not in all thinzs that are written in the 
book of the law to do them; and whether there 
be any hope of redemption from the curſe of 
the law except by faith in him, who, with a love 
never to be matched, condeſcended to take a- 


way 
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way this curſe by being himſelf made a curſe for 
his believing people, * he bare their ſins on 
his own body on the tree. I know a mighty 
ſtreſs is laid on the efficacy of repentance, and 
ſome ſeem as if they thought the Almighty was 
obliged to pardon them if penitent: But fure a 
thoughtful perſon will conſider that God is holy 
and juſt as well as merciful, and that when he 
has propoſed his way of mercy, it muſt be highly 
dangerous to flight it, or ſeek for any other. 
And thoſe who conſider the ravages which death 
(the confeſſed conſequence and puniſhment. of 
ſin) is daily making among all, even the beſt of 
mankind, notwithſtanding all their penitence, 
will not depend too much upon it for the remiſ- 
fion of any puniſhments ſin may meet with in a 
future world. But I fear I ſhall exceed the 
bounds allowed me if I proceed any further on 
this ſubject “, and therefore go on to add, that 
Preparation for the coming of Chriſt implies, 


3. That we keep his coming habitually in 
view: That in all actions of importance we ſe- 


* As this always appeared to me to be the only goſpel way 
of ſalvation, ſo I take the liberty to add, that I have the 
ſame views of things now that I am in the near proſpect of 
eternity. The approach of death, whatever change it 
makes in my body, makes no change in my apprehenſion 
of the way of ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt. Nay, the more 
cloſely I think of it, the more I admire and am delighted 
with it, as a ſcheme every way worthy a gracious and holy 
God to propoſe, and a poor ruined ſinner to receive. I am 
ſenfible the above is but a very imperfe& account of it; but 
it is the beſt I knew how to give in the ſhort compaſs allow- 
ed for it by the nature of my diſcourſe, Thoſe who wiſh to 
ſee it fully explained, will do well to conſult Dr. Doddridge's 
Riſe and Progreſs: A book which 1 earneſily wiſh in the 
hands of every one, it being, in my apprehenſion, one af 
the heſt extant. [See particularly Chap. IX.] 1 
riouſly 


11 


riouſly conſider how they will bear the teſt of that 
great and terrible day of the Lord, when the 
judgment: ſeat ſhall be ſer, and the actions of all 
mankind paſs in impartial review: That we often 
aſk ourſelves what we ſhall think of them when 
we come to give an account of ourſelves to God, 
and appear before his tribunal ſtripped of every 
diſguiſe: That we ſet the Lord God always be- 
fore us, and ever conſider ourſelves as under his 
inſpection: That we propoſe his glory as the ul- 
timate end of all our actions, and make his writ- 
ten word (fo far as 1s conſiſtent with human 
weakneſs) not only the ſole directory of our re- 
ligious worſhip, but of our conduct to our fel- 
Jow-creatures, and the government of our ap- 
petites and paſſions. In a word, that we ſpeak 
and think, and behave, as thoſe who mult be 
judged by the perfect law of liberty, and know 
that it is a little matter to be judged of men, or 
of man's judgment, ſince we mult all appear be- 


fore the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, where not he 


that commends himſelf ſhall be approved, nei- 
ther he that is commended by others, but whom 
the Lord commendeth; that Lord who has given 
us the goſpel as the rule of our actions at pre- 
ſent, and aſſured us, that it will be his rule of 
judgment at laſt. Thus will the prepared Chri- 
ſtian endeavour to have the coming of Chriſt in 
habitual view, and to act under the conſtant in- 
fluence of it. And oh! what a ſurpriſing alte- 
ration would it make in the tempers and con- 
duct of mankind, could they be perſuaded thus 
habitually to regard it! How clearly would this 
enable them to judge, and how properly would 
it diſpoſe them to act, in many cafes which, 
when this is out of view, appear to their preju- 
diced minds dark and perplexed! How cau- 

tious 
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tious would it make them in their words and ac- 
tions! How temperate in all things! How 
Juſt in their dealings, how fervent in their devo- 
tions! How zealous for God, how careful to 
redeem their time! How dead to the world, 
and all it's enjoyments, further than affection for 
them is conſiſtent with faith and a good con- 
ſcience! In a word, how becoming the goſpel 
of Chriſt would their converſation then be, 
and how ornamental to it! Men would not 
then drink and ſwear, lie and ſteal, and live as 
without God in the world, as too many now do. 
No. Such views of their final appearance before 
Chriſt would give them different apprehenſions 
of things, and effectually engage them to deny 
all ungodlineſs and every worldly Juſt, and live 
ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, in this preſent 
evil world. Happy conſequence of keeping this 
great event in conſtant and habitual view ! Hap- 
Py to ourſelves, and happy to ſociety! What 
reaſon have we to ſeek ſuch a regard to it our- 
ſelves, and to endeavour, as far as may be, to 
bring others under the influence of it! 


Some indeed (but very few when compared 
with thoſe who run into the contrary extreme) 
have carried this too far, and have thought they 
could not keep an eternal world properly in view 
without going out of this. This 1s both irra- 
tional and unſcriptural, and (if we may judge by 
its effects) as oppoſite to the end it propoſes to 
ſecure, as it is either to reaſon or ſcripture. A 
man knows not indeed when his Lord will 
come; and I believe, had men, and eſpecially 

ood men, always their choice, they would de- 
fire (and juſtly) to go out of the world in an act 
of devotion and ſubmiſſive acknowledgment of 
the 


( 29 ] 

the juſtice of their heavenly Father's will, af- 
ter having examined with particular ſeriouſneſs 
into their paſt life, and the foundation of their 
preſent hopes, and anew committed their departing 
ſpirits into the hands of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. But 
in this, as in every other reſpect, a good man ma 
chearfully leave things to the diſpoſal of his hea- 
venly Father; and (provided the time be proper, 
and he be purſuing his worldly buſineſs in a con- 
ſiſtency with faith and a good conſcience, and in 
due ſubordination to his eternal intereſt) may die 
as contentedly and as ſafely in his ſhop or his 
counting-houſe, as in his bed or on his knees. 
He is even here employed about his maſter's bu- 
ſineſs, and happy 1s ſuch a perſon wherever he is 
found. God beholds him at all times with ap- 
probation, and wherever he dies, he may be 
lure, that not only the time, but the place, is 
appointed by his adorable heavenly Father, and 
that his angels ſhall with pleaſure receive his 
departing ſpirit, and ſafely convey it to thoſe hap- 


py manſions over which the ſecond death has no 
power, Once more, 


4. Readineſs for Chriſt's coming implies, that 
we frequently examine into our preſent ſituation 
with relation to it. The former conſtitutes ha- 
bitual, this actual readineſs. The former is ne- 
ceſſary to our having our accounts in good or- 
der; this to our being aſſured that they are ſo. 
This 1s that in which a good man would wiſh to 
ſpend his laſt moments, and that which (in ſub- 
ordination to any opportunity he might have of 
ſpeaking for God with advantage) makes ſome 
intimations of approaching diſſolution principally 
deſireable. We may be 45 therefore he will be 
often found in the exerciſe of it. 
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If indeed the former be duly attended to, the 
want of this will not affect a man's eternal inter- 
eſts. His account will in ſuch a caſe be ready, 
though not exactly balanced. This is however 
very deſireable, and will be attended with many 
advantages. The prudent and exact tradeſman 
may often learn valuable hints, by reviewing his 
books, and reflecting on his paſt tranſactions in 
buſineſs, even when his affairs are upon the 
whole in good order. So may the Chriſtian, b 
frequently examining into the ſtate of his ſoul. 
In che hurry of action, both are apt to omit little 
particulars, tho* no great ones, and to let flip 
many opportunities which if well improved 
might be turned to good account. 


A Chriſtian will not indeed review a life he has 
reaſon to hope has, in the main, been ſpent to 
the glory of God, with that painful ſolicitude 
which attends his firſt examination. He will not 
be always examining with anxiety, like one who 
dreads to find ſomething amiſs; but like a pru- 
dent tradeſman who reviews his accounts with 
pleaſure, becauſe, conſcious that whatever little 
error or miſtake he may find out, his books are 
in the main right. And I may add, that when a 
man dares not look into the great account be- 
tween God and his ſoul, for fear of being pained 
by ſuch a review, whatever figure he may make 
in the Chriſtian world, it is as ſure a ſign of an 
approaching bankrupcy in the divine life, as a 
like apprehenſion and conduct with reſpect to 
temporal affairs indicates in the mercantile. 


In theſe ſeveral particulars does readineſs for 
the coming of Chrilt confiſt, and to ſome one of 
them may every thing neceſlary thereto ve A 

uced. 
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duced. What, my brethren, if we pauſe here, 


and by theſe plain criteria examine whether we 
are ready? What preparations have we made 
for that world on the confines of which we 
ſtand? Oh my ſoul! haſt thou ſeriouſly exami- 
ned into thy ſtate with reſpect to an eternal 
world? Art thou convinced of its infinite im- 
portance, and at the ſame time of thy unfitneſs 
to partake of its felicity both in a legal and a 
moral view? Has this convinced thee of thy 
need of Jeſus as a Saviour, and of the Spirit as 
a ſanctifier? Has it alſo humbled thee ſo as to 
make thee willing ſubmiſſively to receive the ſal- 
vation of Jeſus in his own way, and upon his 
own terms? Arc all thy actions weighed in the 
balance of eternity, and an exact care preſerved 
that they de not hereafter found wanting? To 


this purpoſe are they frequently and ſeriouſiy 


reviewed? And does ſuch a review prove ſa- 
tisfactory, and enable thee to rejoice in a pre- 
vailing conformity between thy temper and con- 
duct, and the written word of God, the great 
rule of thy preſent conduct and future judg- 
ment? Is the grace of God humbly and thank- 
fully acknowledged in what thou art? Are ear- 
neſt and repeated applications made to the blood 
of ſprinkling for the pardon of thy numerous 
ſhort-comings and imperfections as well as th 

more heinous offences ? And, conſcious that when 
thou haſt done thy beſt, thou art but an unpro- 
fitable ſervant, are all thy hopes of acceptance 
for thy perſon and imperfect ſervices founded on 
the Lord Jeſus, the great foundation- ſtone on 
whick alone thy hopes for eternity can ſecurely 
reſt? If thou can'ſt, upon an impartial exami- 
nation, ſay, that in the main this is thy earneſt 


deſire and conſtant care, thou art ready; and 


whenever 


32 J 

whenever the Lord Jeſus ſhall ſay, © Surely, 1 
come quickly,” how ſudden ſoever that ap- 
proach may be, thou may'ſt echo back with in- 
effable delight, Amen: even ſo, come, Lord 
« Jeſus!” But if not, if thou haft never 
known what it was ſeriouſly to examine into thy 
ſtate; if thou haſt never ſeen the abſolute need 
of Jeſus as a Saviour, or if ſuch a conviction has 
not engaged thee ſeriouſly and deliberately to 
commit thyſelf to his care, with particular re- 
ference to that day, and willingly to ſubject thy- 
ſelf to all his requirements as holy, juſt, and 
good, thou art in the gall of bitterneſs and in 
the bond of iniquity, and haſt reaſon to reflect 
with the utmoſt terror on his approach, who wall 
render to every man according to his works, and 
fix the proper rewards unchangeably and for 
ever. God give thee grace ſeriouſly and imme- 
diately to conſider it, leſt in fuch an hour as 
thou thinkeſt not the Son of Man ſhould come. 
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DISCOURSE II. 


Mar. xxiv. 44. 


Therefore be ye alſo ready, for in ſuch an hour as ye 
think not, the Son of Man cometh. 


HE Chriſtian life being a conſtant ſcene 

of difficulty and oppoſition, nothing can 

be more important to its continued exiſtence 
than watchfulneſs. This will keep a man out of 
a thouſand dangers, and prepare him for reſiſt- 
ing thoſe which he cannot avoid, with peculiar 
advantage. And accordingly we find, that (ex- 
cept prayer, which is ever to be regarded as 
the firſt and principal ſupport of the divine life 
in the ſoul) nothing is more frequently recom- 
mended in ſcripture than watchfulneſs. To re- 
peat paſſages in ſupport of ſo plain an obſerva- 
tion would be needleſs. This is urged upon us 
by the moſt cogent motives; motives againſt 
which, nothing but that ſad diſinclination which 
all, while in their natural ſtate, have to divine 
things, could be proof, It is eſpecially and re- 
peatedly urged upon us by the conſideration of 
the uncertainty of the time of his appearance, to 
whom we muſt give an account of all the things 
done in the body, and by whoſe righteous ſen- 
tence conſequent hereupon, our ſtate muſt be 
finally determined. This is the motive by which 
it is inforced in the text, and from which the 
D rea- 
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reaſonableneſs and propriety of watching againſt 
cvery thing which might unfit us for an appear- 
ance before God, as well as of exerting a con- 
{tant care to be habitually prepared for this awful 
and intereſting event, 1s naturally inferred, and 
at the ſame time the advantages of it obviouſly 
inſinuated, from the care which men common- 
ly take about things of infinitely leſs moment 
whenever they 1magine them to be in danger, 
and the ſlavery to which they willingly ſubmir, 
in order to ſecure them, Watch therefore, for 
ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. 
But know this, that if the good man of the houſe 
had known at what watch the thief would come, 
he would have watched, and would not have fut- 
fered his houſe to be broken up. Therefore be 
ye alſo ready; for in ſuch an hour as ye think 
not, the Son of Man cometh. 


I have en in the preceding diſcourſe where- 
in this readineſs for the coming of Chriſt con- 
fiſts. I now proceed, 


_ Td, To illuſtrate and apply the awful mo- 
tive by which the exhortation in our text is en- 
forced: For at ſuch an hour as ye think not, the 
Son of Man cometh. 


Now, this declaration plainly expreſſes or im- 
plies, that the Son of Man will certainly come ; 
that this event will be ſudden and altogether 
unexpected; and therefore, that if we be not al- 

ways reauy, we may be ſurprized in an unpre— 
pared ſtate, the conſequence of which will be in- 
finitely dreadful. Bear with me while I ſpeak a 
little to each of thele, and then. endeavour brief- 
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ly to apply them. May God apply them to each 


of our hearts. 


1. The text expreſsly aſſures us, that the Son 
of Man will certainly come, 


This we are as ſure of as ſcripture can 
make us. It is there aſſerted in numberleſs 
places, and in language the moſt plain and ex- 
preſſive. Such an event, indeed, appears highly 
neceſſary to maniteſt the divine periections, par- 
ticularly his regard to virtue, and his diſpleaſure 
againſt ſin, neither of which ſeem ſufficicntly diſ- 
played at preſent. He will at that time which he 
has appointed, judge the world in righteouſneſs, 
by that man whom he hath ordained, of which he 
has given the moſt undeniable aſſurance to all men, 
in that he has raiſed him from the dead, (Acts 
XV11. 31.) The Son of Man will come in the 


moſt tranſcendent manner, with thouſands of 


thouſands miniſtering unto him, and ten thou— 
ſand times ten thouſands ſtanding before him, 
(Dan. vii. 10.), to await their doom from his 
awful ſentence. At that great day we are told 
he will come in flaming hre to take vengeance 
on thoſe that know not God, and obey not the 
goſpel of our Lord Jeſus, who ſhall be puniſhed 
with everlaſting deſtruction from the preſence of 
the Lord and the glory of his power, bur at the 
ſame time to be glorified in his ſaints and admired 
in all them that believe, 2 T hel. i. 8. 10. No- 
thing can prevent this his approach, We may 
indeed chuſe whether we will prepare for his co- 
ming or not, but we can in no wile prevent his 
coming, or ſo much as delay it for one lingle 
moment. The day is appointed by infinite wil- 
dom, and recorded in the book of his decrees, 
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which can ſuffer no change, but are firm as his 
eternal throne. 


Oh, my ſoul! what an event will this be! 
what a view will it give of the characters of men! 
How will the bold blaſphemer, who at every 
turn was calling for hell and damnation on him- 
ſelf and others, as though they were the moſt 
trifling things in the world, be ſtruck ſilent as 
death! How will the fair profeſſor, whole hy- 
pocritical appearances deceived, whilſt here, the 
molt diſcerning, be ſtripped of every diſguiſe ! 
How will thole who-ſet all laws, human and di- 
vine, at defiance, and ſaid in effect with a pre- 
ſumptuous confidence, both to God and man, 
Our conduct is our own, who is Lord over us? 
be then ſo alarmed as to call on the rocks and 
mountains to fall on them, and cover them from 
the preſence of him that ſitteth on the throne, 
and the wrath of the Lamb, Rev. vi. 16. How 
important will this make the ſalvation of Jeſus 
appear! How happy they who are intereſted in 
it, though here, like their divine Maſter, they 
were deſpiſed of men and rejected! Oh, my 
ſoul ! acquaint now thyſelt with him, and be at 
peace, and thereby good ſhall come unto thee, 
even in this great and terrible day of the Lord. 
The text aſſures us further, 


2. That this his coming will be altogether un- 
expected. 


This, our Lord, a few verſes before the text, 
expreſsly aſſures us will be the caſe with all thoſe 
who ſhall be found alive at his coming. As it 
was in the days of Noah, ſo ſhall alſo the comin 
of the Son of Man be. For as in the days that 

were 
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were before the flood, they were eating and 
drinking, and marrying and giving in marriage, 
until the day that Noah entered into the ark, 
and knew not till the flood came and took them 
all away, ſo ſhall alſo the coming of the Son of 
Man be, (ver. 37.) So ſhall it be to all. While 
the bridegroom tarried, all the virgins, both the 
wiſe and the unwiſe, ſlumbered and flept. So 
alſo ſhall the good and the bad continue purſuing 
their reſpective employments, without any par- 
ticular alarm, till the voice of the archangel and 
the trump of God ſummon them to the judg- 
ment-ſeat of Chriſt, There ſhall no change hap- 
pen, nor any extraordinary events take place in 
the moral world, previous hereto, which may in— 
dicate the immediate approach of the Son of 
Man. As things have continued pretty much 
the ſame ſince the creation, except with regard 
to that awful and altogether unexpected event 
the flood, ſo have we reaſon to believe they will 
continue the ſame to the end of time. On this 
account the event will, as to the time of its 
taking place, be altogether unexpected to all, to 
the good as well as to the bad; nor have we any 
thing from which we can make the leaſt gueſs at 
the time in which it will happen. Nay, we are 
aſſured, (and it is frequently repeated as a thought 
of conſiderable importance), that it 1s concealed 
from angels themſelves, and known to the Father 
only, who keeps it inſcrutably locked up in his 
own all-comprehenſive mind, to the end, no 
doubt, that we and all concerned in it may be 
kept in a watching poſture. Let us, my bre- 
thren, ever learn this important leſſon from the 
care with which it is concealed from us, and ſee 
to it, that we do not in this, any more than in 
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which can ſuffer no change, but are firm as his 
eternal throne, 


Oh, my ſoul! what an event will this be! 
what a view will it give of the characters of men! 
How will the bold blaſphemer, who at every 
turn was calling for hell and damnation on him- 
ſelf and others, as though they were the moſt 
trifling things in the world, be ſtruck ſilent as 
death! How will the fair profeſſor, whole hy- 
pocritical appearances deceived, whilſt here, the 
moſt diſcerning, be ſtripped of every diſguiſe ! 
How will thoſe who ſet all laws, human and di- 
vine, at defiance, and ſaid in effect with a pre- 
ſumptuous confidence, both to God and man, 
Our conduct is our own, who is Lord over us? 
be then ſo alarmed as to call on the rocks and 
mountains to fall on them, and cover them from 
the preſence of him that ſitteth on the throne, 
and the wrath of the Lamb, Rev. vi. 16. How 
important will this make the ſalvation of Jeſus 
appear! How happy they who are intereſted in 
it, though here, like their divine Maſter, they 
were deſpiſed of men and rejected! Oh, my 
ſoul! acquaint now thyſelf with him, and be at 
peace, and thereby good ſhall come unto thee, 
even in this great and terrible day of the Lord. 
The text aſſures us further, 


2. That this his coming will be altogether un- 
expected. 


This, our Lord, a few verſes before the text, 
expreſoly aſſures us will be the caſe with all thoſe 
who ſhall be found alive at his coming. As it 
was in the days of Noah, ſo ſhall allo the coming 
of the Son of Man be. For as in the days that 

were 
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were before the flood, they were eating and 
drinking, and marrying and giving in marriage, 
until the day that Noah entered into the ark, 
and knew not till the flood came and took them 
all away, ſo ſhall alſo the coming of the Son of 
Man be, (ver. 37.) So ſhall it be to all. While 
the bridegroom tarried, all the virgins, both the 
wiſe and the unwiſe, ſlumbered and flept. So 
alſo ſhall the good and the bad continue purſuing 
their reſpective employments, without any par- 
ticular alarm, till the voice of the archangel and 
the trump of God ſummon them to the judg- 
ment- ſeat of Chriſt, There ſhall} no change hap- 
pen, nor any extraordinary events take place in 
the moral world, previous hereto, which may in- 
dicate the immediate approach of the Son of 
Man. As things have continued pretty much 
the ſame ſince the creation, except with regard 
to that awful and altogether unexpected event 
the flood, fo have we reaſon to believe they will 
continue the fame to the end of time. On this 
account the event will, as to the time of its 
taking place, be altogether unexpected to all, to 
the good as well as to the bad; nor have we any 
thing from which we can make the leaſt gueſs at 
the time in which it will happen. Nay, we are 
aſſured, (and it is frequently repeated as a thoughit 
of conſiderable importance), that it is concealed 
from angels themſelves, and known to the Father 
only, who keeps it inſcrutably locked up in his 
own all-comprehenſive mind, to the end, no 
doubt, that we and all concerned in it may be 
kept in a watching poſture. Let us, my bre- 
thren, ever learn this important leſſon from the 
care with which it is concealed from us, and fcc 
to it, that we do not in this, any more than in 
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other reſpects, counteract the deſigns of an all- 
gracious God to the injury of our own ſouls, 


And the obſervation is equally true with re- 
gard to Death, that great harbinger of Judg- 
ment, The uncertainty of the time of dying is 
ſo generally believed, that it has paſſed into a 
common proverb : © ] thought no more of it 
than I did of my dying day,” is the manner 
in which many profanely expreſs their ſurpriſe at 
ſome unthought of event. Tho? the thoughts of 
death will not (any more than thoſe of judgment) 
be at any time fo far baniſhed from a good man's 
mind as to render him habitually unprepared for 
ir, yet may the time of it be very unexpected, 
This is w. iſely kept out of the ſight of all. Few 
are aware of it till very near it, and many are 
taken away without the leaſt warning. How 
much then does it concern us to be always ready! 
At ſuch an hour as we think not, the Son of 
Man may come, either by judgment, or at leaſt 
by death, which is of equal importance to us all, 
as it introduces us to the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, 
and places us exactly in the lame circumſtances 
in which we {hall be found at the actual appear- 
ing of the judge. If therefore we are not always 
ready, I obſerve, as the 


zd Particular contained in this awſul motive, 
we may be ſurpriſed in an unprepared ſtate. 


This is obvioufly implied in the text, and na- 
turally follows from the foregoing particulars. 
Since we know not what to-morrow may bring 
torth, he that defers till to-morrow what ought 
to be done to- day, runs an evident riik of being 
Aiſappointed in his deſigns; and in this caſe is 15 
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danger of being found unprepared for eternity. 
This is a ſurpriſe to which the ungodly are pe- 
culiarly liable. A conſciouſneſs that they are 
not ready, joined to an unwillingnels to prepare, 
makes them equally unwilling to think about 
dying. Sometimes, alas! this makes 1t almoſt 
necei!ary, when they are in danger of death, for 
others to keep them ignorant, leſt their appre- 
henſion cf it ſhould increale their diſorder, and 
precipitate their ruin. And too commonly 1t 
prevents them from attending to many intimations 
from which others eaſily enough foreſee their ap- 
proaching diſſolution, and from which they them- 
ſelves would alſo clearly enough infer it, were 
they not afraid to reflect. The ſame circum- 
ſtances would as effectually blind them againſt 
any indications of the coming of the Son of Man 
to judgment, (ſhould any ſuch be given), were 
they to be found alive at his coming. It is moſt 
apparent therefore, that thoſe who are not 41, 
Ways ready, may, and probably will, be found 
unready, when the Son of man cometh, or ſends 
death to ſummon them before his judgment- 
ſeat, He may come ſoon without aftording 
them time to prepare, or ſuddenly withour 
giving them a moment's warning; and how- 
ever long the time of his appearance be deter- 
red, thoſe things which tempt them to omit 
preparation /o-day, will continue to tempt them 
to-morrow, and will moſt probably have equal, if 
not greater, influence. Whatſoever therefore 
thy hands find thee to do, do it immedzately with 
all thy might; for there is no work, nor device, 
nor knowledge, nor wildom, in the grave, whi- 
ther thou goeſt, and on the confines of which 
thou may'ſt now ſtand. I ſhall only add, 
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4. That the conſequence of being thus ſur- 
priſed will be infinitely dreadful, 


This is not indeed expreſſed in the text; but 
It is plainly implied, and is neceſſary to complete 
the argument; for otherwiſe, men might remain 
unprepared, without being concerned "about the 
conſequence, and ſafely harden their necks againſt 
all God's repeated reproofs. 


Thus, our Lord, a few verſes after the text, 


after aſſuring us of the honour and happineſs to 


which he who 1s then found ready ſhall be ad- 
vanced, adds (in language ſufficient to alarm the 
moſt ſtupid in any caſe but that of his ſoul), If 
that vicked ſervant ſhall ſay in his heart, my 
lord delayeth his coming, ard ſhall, in a depend- 
ence hereupon, begin to {mite his fellow-ſervants, 
and to eat and drink with the drunken, the lord 
of that ſervant ſhaii come in. day when he look- 
eth not for him, and at an hour that he 1s not 
aware of, and ſhall cut him aſunder, and appoint 
him his pe tion with the hypocrite ; there ſhall 
be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth, ver. 47. *. 
As a ſevere maſter would treat a ſlave, who ſhould 
thus abuſe the truſt he had repoſed in him, will 
God treat us if found by him at his Son's ap- 
pearance in ſimilar circumſtances. But infinitely 
more dreadful will be the puniſhment which he 
will inflict on all ſuch as prove unfaithful to his 
truſt, than the moſt rigorous and inexorable maſ- 
ter would inflict upon the meaneſt ſlave who 


In order properly to nnderſtand this paſſage, the reader 
muſt remember, that ſlaves were then in general uſe, and re- 
collect the power which maſters had over them, and the pu 
niſhments they ſometimes inflicted upon them. On this head, 
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ſhould be found guilty of the greateſt exceſſes, 
The one, at moſt, could but kill the body, by 
low and lingering tortures ; the other can, and 
in ſuch a caſe we are aſſured certainly will, de- 
ſtroy both ſoul and body in hell, in that diſmal 
place where their worm never dies, and the fire 
ſhall never be quenched, (Mark ix. 44. Sc.); 
where they ſhall ſeek death, and ſhall not find it; 
and deſire to die, and death ſhall fly from them, 
Rev. ix. 6. Sad iſſue indeed of a careleſs ſtate ! 
Dreadful conſequence of neglecting to prepare 
for that great event which we all expect! With 
what propriety does our Lord again and again 
exhort us to be ready. — Let us then be en- 
gaged to attend to his exhortation, and let us be 
ſuitably influenced by the awful motive which 
has now been illuſtrated. — Let us (according to 
the explication which was given in the former 
diſcourſe, of the precept in the text) ſeriouſly 
conſider the nature and certainty of that great 
event, the coming of the Son of Man. — Let 
us uſe our utmoſt endeavours to prepare for it. 
— Let us keep it in conſtant view, and fre- 
quently be examining what our ſituation is with 
relation to it, influenced by the affecting conſi- 
derations which have now been ſuggeſted : — 
that we know that the Son of Man will certainly 
come to judgment; but that we know not at 
what period this awful event ſhall take place, 


nor when we ſhall be called hence: — that we 


may therefore be ſurpriſed by it in an unprepared 


ſtate; and that if we are, the conſequence will 
be infinitely dreadful. 


Let us then, my brethren, take the advice fo 
kindly given us, and be always upon the watch, 
leſt, coming ſuddenly, our Lord find us ſleep- 
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ing. Let us work the works of him that ſent 
us, while it is called 4-day. Oh, let us not ſay 
in our hearts, Te-morroto I will examine into 
the ſtate of my foul! 79-morrow, I will com- 
% mit it into the hands of the Lord Jeſus, to be 
„ kept by him till that day; from to-marroto I « 
e will keep eternity in conſtant view, and each ö 
* day, by careful examination and renewed ap- 
% plication to the blood of ſprinkling, balance 
e the great account between God and my ſoul!“ 
Alas! we know not what a day may bring forth: 
This night our ſouls may be required at our 
hands, and then what will become of our pur- 
poſes and reſolutions for the morrow? To day 
is our's ; to-morrow is God's. To-day we enjoy 
the means of grace; to-morrow they may be 
for ever hid from our eyes. To-day we are in 
time; to-morrow we may be in eternity, and, if 
not prepared, ſhall be in unchangeable and eter- 
nal wretchedneſs. To-day, theretore, while it is 
called to-day, if ever you mean to hear his voice, 
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who calls you with the moſt perſuaſive eloquence 5 
to fly from the wrath to come, and lay hold on 5 
eternal life, harden not your hearts, leſt in ſuch by 
an hour as ye think not the Son of Man ſhould 
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Let me preſs this ſerious and immediate atten- 
tion to the things that belong to their peace, on 
all careleſs unprepared ſinners here preſent, by 

all the regard they have to their prelent or final 
happineſs. In ſuch an hour as ye think not, the 
Son of Man cometh ; therefore be ye alſo ready, 
faid the kind compaſſionate Saviour. And he 
well knew what he ſaid, and the importance of 
an attention to it, though many will .not credit 
him, and ſeem reſolved at all events to make the 
deſperate 


2 
22 


. 
'S 
* 
5 
. 
* 
* 


* 


"Had 
3 E 
T} 
4 on 
% 
bY 
=. 
„ 

6 
# 
3 
—FY 
_ 
©: 
L . 
v 


N 1 
: 4 * n 
eee 


- as 
* * 4 7 
. EF 
* > we -& — W 1 
Wer o 
$$ 2 * 8 
. — LY ** 


L N rener 2": 


* 


* 
PS 


Os, 
% K 3 
art * k 
44. ww. 2 ARE 


8 


, 
Ah F<. 


7 * p = TIT. 
MEAS 443k 7 


F 2 8 ern 5 
rr 
„ 

* * *; 4 4 FF Wh, £7 0 1 . 

. RA 


4 


deſperate experiment, whether he may be de- 
pended on or not; whether his coming be ſo 
certain and ſo ſudden. and whether, in its con- 
ſequences, ſo dreadful as has been ſaid. Thou 
ſhalt know, preſumptuous finner, thou ſhalt 


know to thy coſt, in the day when thou ſhalt go 


into the inner chamber to hide thyſelf, 1 Kings 
xxii. 23. If the Lord do not in mercy convince 
thee before, and cauſe an attention to the awful 
truth to command thy whole foul; the day, 
wherein Kings and great men, and chief captains 
and mighty men, ſhall call upon the rocks and 
the mountains to fall on them, and cover them 
from the face of him that ſitteth upon the throne 


and the wrath of the Lamb, ſhall flaſh convic- 


tion in upon thy mind with evidence which it 
will be impoſſible for thee to reſiſt, and will fill 
thee with ſuch horror, that were it not thou art 
made immortal, thou couldit not ſuſtain. And 
art thou reſolved to make the experiment, and 
in thy own perlon, and at the peri] of thy 
ſoul, to try. how 1 tar all theſe things are true? 
Firſt at lcaſt give theſe things an impartial hear- 
ing. If thou ”art a wiſe man, thou wilt, They 
are matters of infinite conſequence. Thy con- 
ſcience tells thee they are, Set then apart a 
few moments this evening to recollect what thou 
haſt this day heard, and the evidence by which 
it has been ſupported, and then ſeriouſly aſk 
thyſelf, whether an immortal ſoul may be ſafely 


and rationally ventured on the ſuppoſed falſity of 


them; and if it may not, whether it be not thy 
wiſdom to make immediate preparation before 
the Son of Man cometh. Couldſt thou bear the 
thoughts of giving up all hopes toward God 
and Chriſt, and eternity? Couldſt thou deli— 
berately renounce all dependence on God, and 

dare 
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dare him to do his worſt? Thou couldſt not: the 
moſt deſperate abandoned ſinner on earth could 
not. Why, then, wilt thou venture on his dif- 
pleaſure by ſinning againſt him, and preſumptu- 
ouſly continue in an unprepared ſtate, after all 
the kind invitations and awful warnings he has 
given thee? Is it in hopes that his declarations 
are not faithful and true, or in their conſequences 
not ſo fatal? Rather is it not in the proſpect of 
hereafter preparing to meet thy God ? But what 
is that life on which theſe preſumptuous hopes 
are built? Is it not a vapour, that appeareth for 
a little while, and then vaniſheth away ? Is not 
this the ſcripture- account of it? and have we not 
every day the moſt demonſtrative and affecting 
proofs of its ſhortneſs and uncertainty ? I will not 
aſk thee, in the language of the prophet, Zech. 
i. 5. Thy fathers, where are they? But where are 
many of thy ar-qguaintance and companions, perſons 
of thine own age, and even younger than thyſelf? 
With whom thou once tookeſt ſweet counſel, and 
went to the houſe of mirth in company ?—The 
church-yard will tell thee. —Oh ! think of their 
fate, and tremble for thy own, 


As to the coming of the Son of man to judg- 
ment, it is an event which, probably, neither 
you nor I ſhall ever ſee in the land of the living. 
Nay, when we conſider how many prophecies 
have yet to receive their completion, it 1s moſt 
probable, none of the preſent inhabitants of the 
earth ſhall then be found alive. But what is 
that to thee or me? Shall we, on that account, 
think ourſelves ſafe; and in a preſumption here- 
upon, hear, without diſmay, all the awful threat- 
nings of God's word ? Indulge not ſuch a pre- 
ſumptuous hope, unprepared ſinner. I charge it 


upon 


11 


upon thee, O my. ſoul, not to indulge it. The 
Son of man may come in a fever, or a palſy, or 
an apoplexy, as effectually as in the judgment-day, 
and as ſuddenly too. Who that has made the leaſt 
obſervation on the progreſs of the king of terrors, 
and the various times and ways in which he aſ- 
ſerts his empire over thoſe whom ſin has ſubject- 
ed to his dominion, knows not that in the midſt 
of life we are in death? And who that has read 
God's word, or even ſeriouſly attended to the 
dictates of natural reaſon, is not aware alſo that 
as death leaves us, judgment will find us? In 
love then to your ſouls, and as you wiſh to have 
them ſafe in the day of the Lord Jeſus, let me 
beſeech all unprepared ſinners, whatſoever 1s yer 
to be done before you can die with ſafety, to do 
it with all your might, and to do it immediately. 
What is become of thouſands who trifled with 
convictions, and made light of the calls of the 
goſpel, in hopes of a more convenient ſeaſon ? 
Alas! they are undone for ever : and thole very 
calls and convictions are now aggravating their 
condemnation, are miniſtering food to the worm 
that never dies, fuel to the fire that ſhall never 
be quenched, What would have become of thou- 
ſands more, had they made the ſame deſperate 
experiment? They alſo had come to this place of 
torment. And what will become of you, if you 
act the ſame ſtupid and inconſiderate part? It 
the word of God be faithful and true (and hea- 
ven and earth ſhall paſs away ſooner than the 
ſmalleſt tittle of it fail to be accompliſhed) you 
ſhall ſhare their condemnation whoſe folly you 
have imitated ; and this very diſcourſe (which, 
God is my witnels, is {ſincerely deſigned, in de- 

endance on his grace, to forward your ſalva- 


tion) ſhall prove the occaſion of your aggravated 
ruin. 


[ 46 ] 

ruin. Be perſuaded, then, as you value your 
fouls, and wiſh to have them ſafe in the day of 
the Lord Jeſus, to give all diligence to prepare 
for his coming. Fly, fly as for your lives, as for 
the lives of your precious, periſhing, immortal 
fouls, to the city of refuge which God has ap- 
pointed, leaſt the avenger of his broken law over- 
take you in your ſins, and you periſh for ever, 


And what I ſay unto yer, I ſay allo to the pious 
and good, Watch and be ready. Endeavour to 
keep in the fear of the Lord, and the views of 
eternity, all the day long : and by frequent and 
{ſerious ſelf-examination, to have the great ac- 
count between God and your fouls in conſtant 
and exact readineſs. Day by day, let application 
be made to him who is mighty to ſave, for grace 
to kelp in every time of need; and to the blood 
of ſprinkling, for the pardon of thole various in- 
firmities with which, after all, your belt ſervices 
will be attended. Then will you have no need 
to ſtart at the thoughts of death or judgment; it 
will not be in the power of either (come it as ſud- 
denly as it may) to hurt you. You may view the 
king of terrors, at whatever time, and in what— 
ever way he approaches, without uneaſinets. 
Jeſus, who has aboliſhed death, and ſecured to 
himſelf the keys of that dark priſon, where all 
his captives are bound, aſſures you, that becauſe 
he lives, ye ſhall live alſo. Nay, you may lift 
up your head with rejoicing, amidſt all the hor- 
rors of a conſuming world : Jeſus, the judge, 1s 
vour friend, and his almighty patronage will be 
found a ſufficient covert from all the tempeſts of 
that great and terrible day, which will lay a world 
in ruin; and the faith of Jeſus ſhall ſecure his 
perſevering ſaints from all the terrible conſe— 
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quences of it. But if any man drato back (what- 
ever his profeſſions, whatever his advantages, 
whatever his attainments may have been) my 
ſoul, ſaith the Lord, ſhall have no pleaſure in 
him. Let us then never be of them that draw 
back to perdition, but of them that believe to 
the ſaving of the ſoul, Heb. x. 38, 39. Let us 
ſtudy and pray, and watch and labour, that we 
may always be, not only habitually, but iy 
ready, that lo we way be able to welcome the 
Saviour's approach. It is but a few more months 
or years, it may be with reſpect to us but a few 
more days or bours, and he that ſhall come, will 
come, and his reward ſhall be with him. 


God grant that we may all be found of him in 
peace, and that we may not be aſhamcd before 
him at his coming. AMEN. 
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Cannot help warmly recommending STaTED 
EvEnING-RETIREMENT for SELF-EXAMIN A- 
Ti0Nn and PRAYER, as one of the beſt means of 
keeping our ſouls in conſtant readineſs for the 
coming of Chriſt. 


I know indeed this will be very inconſiſtent 
with that way of living which the love of plea- 
{ure has introduced, which has had ſuch an a- 
larming ſpread of late years in this poor infatuated 
land, and which many think the only happy lite. 
It muſt be confeſſed, that the PLA-HO USE, the 
ASSEMBLY-ROOM, and the EvENINO-cLuzs, are 
no fit aſſociates for ſuch a life of cloſe commu- 


nion with God. Hence I fear it is, that the du- 


ties of the cloſet, as well as of the family, are 
ſo much worſe attended than they were in the 
days of our pious forefathers. Perſons ſee the 
utility of ſuch exerciſes, but they cannot think of. 
the demal they muſt practiſe if they fall in with 
them. To give up their evening-amuſements, | 
appears a burden too grievous to be born; and 
ſo it muſt to thoſe who are lovers of pleaſures 
more than lovers of God. 


But if there be a real ſpirit of piety in the 


ſoul, (and this, I would gladly hope, is the caſe 


with ſome, who, through unhappy connections, 
E the 
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the force of education, and a variety of other 
circumſtances, are much too fond of theſe kinds 
of amuſements,) they will not find the difficulty 
ſo great. At leaſt, this I am ſure of, that with 
whatever difficulty corrupt nature may be 
brought to ſubmit to it, a truly pious mind, 
even amidſt all its remaining attachments to va- 
nity, will find a ſatisfaction in having denied it- 
ſelf for God, far more ſolid and permanent than 
any to be met with at the PLay-aovse or the 
ASSEMBLY-ROOM. | 


Wherever this is not the caſe, it is high time 
for a perſon to ſtop, and ſearch whether there be 
not ſome root of bitterneſs ſpringing up in the. 
foul, which if not plucked up, may bring forth 
fruit unto eternal death. He that cannot with- 
out difficulty ſacrifice his evening Divers1oNs to 
his evening DevoT1oNs, gives a ſad proof, that 
he loves earthly pleaſures more than divine; and 
that, conſequently, he is a ſtranger to the power 
of godlineſs, whatever profeſſion of religion he 
may make, and in whatever eſtimation he may 
be held by the pious and good. 


For the uſe of thoſe who wiſh to compoſe 
themſelves to reſt in a pious frame, ſuch a one 
az they would wiſh to fall aſleep in if ſure they 
ſhould awake in eternity, I ſhall take the liberty 
ro annex to this diſcourſe that excellent Meditation 
on Drarz, which is to be found at the cloſe of 
the xixth chapter in Dr. DopprIDGE's Riſe and 
Progreſs. For, though that book be in far more 
hands than ever this diſcourſe will come into, 
yet this may poſſibly come into the hands of a 
tew who have not the other, I have — to 
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have it printed in ſuch a form, as that it may 
be taken out, framed and hung up, by thoſe 
who have Chriſtian boldneſs enough to do it, in 
the cloſet or the bed- chamber, where I cannot 
help thinking it would exhibit a much more 
ſuitable object of contemplation than thoſe pic- 


tures of vanity which are ſometimes to be met 
with in theſe places. 


A SER1QUS 


A SERIOUS VIEW or DEATH, 
Proper to be taken as we lie down on our Beds. 


H my ſoul, look forward a little with ſeriouſneſs and attention, and learn 
wiſdom by the con/ideration of thy latter end*. Another of thy mortal 
days is now numbered and finiſhed : and as I have put off my clothes, and laid 
myſelf upon my bed, for the repoſe of the night; ſo will the day of life quickly 
come to its period, ſo muſt the body itſelf be put off, and laid to its repoſe in 
a bed of duſt. There let it reſt; for it will be no more regarded by me, than 
the clothes which I have now laid aſide. I have another far more important 
concern to attend. Think, O my ſoul, when death comes, thou art to enter 
upon the eternal world, and to be fixed either in heaven or in hell. All the 
ſchemes and cares, the hopes and fears, the pleaſures and ſorrows of life, will 
come to their period, and the world of ſpirits will open upon thee. And Oh! 
how ſoon may it open ! Perhaps before the returning ſun bring on the light of 
another day. To-morrow's ſun may not enlighten mine eyes, but only ſhine 
round a ſenſeleſs corpſe, which may lie in the place of this animated body. At 
leaſt the death of many in the flower of their age, and many who were ſuperior 
to me in capacity, piety, and the proſpects of uſefulneſs, may loudly warn me 
not to depend on a long life, and engage me rather to wonder that I am con- 
tinued here ſo many years, than to be ſurprized if I am ſpeedily removed. 


And now, O my ſoul, anſwer as in the fight of Go p; Art thou ready? Art 
thou ready? Is there no ſin unforſaken, and ſo unrepented of, to fill me with 
anguiſh in my departing moments, and to make me tremble on the brink of 
eternity? Dread to remain under the guilt of it, and this moment renew thy 


moſt earneſt applications to the mercy of Go p, and the blood of a Redeemer, 
for deliverance from it. | 


But if the great account be already adjuſted, if thou haſt cordially repented 
of thy numerous offences, if thou haſt ſincerely committed thyſelf by faith into 


the hands of the bleſſed Jesvus, and haſt not renounced thy covenant with 
him, by returning to the allowed practice of ſin, then fart not at the thoughts 
of a ſeparation : It is not in the power of death to hurt a foul devoted to Gop, 
and united to the great Redeemer. It may take from me my worldly comforts, 
it may diſconcert and break my ſchemes for ſervice on earth: but, O my ſoul, 
diviner entertainments, and nobler ſervices wait thee beyond the grave. For 
ever bleſſed be the name of Go p and the love of JESUS, for theſe quieting, 
encouraging, joyful views! I will now lay me down in peace, and ſleep , free 
from the fears of what ſhall be the iſſue of this night, whether life or death may 
be appointed for me. Father, into thine hand I commend my ſpirit ; for Thou 


haſt redeemed me, O God of truth, and therefore I can chearfully refer it to thy 
choice, whether I ſhall wake in this world or another. 


* Deut. xxii. 29. + Pal. iv. 8. t Luke xxiii. 46. $ Pſal. xxxi. 5. 
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